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Commander’s Call:  Colonel Meg Martin 

 

Hello DFHers past and 
present! I’m happy to note 
that this Falcon Footnote, 
with a focus on the last aca-
demic year, is following on 
the spring version, which 
was overseen by our new 
DFH Alumni Association. 
Many thanks to Don Bishop, 
Brenda Roth, Larry Skogen, 
and Larry Weaver who have 
organized the first Alumni 
edition.  

Thankfully, the Depart-
ment emerged from two 
difficult academic years of 
the COVID pandemic with 
100 percent in-person teach-
ing. While much of this year 
still included mask wear, 
faculty and cadets alike 
were unanimous in their 
preference for the classroom 
engagement. The return to 
in-person status in the de-
partment allowed for a re-
turn to the tight-knit collegi-
ality and collaboration that 
is the hallmark of the de-
partment you remember. 
The department had its 
healthiest military manning 
in a number of years and a 
strong prognosis for the 
coming year as well thanks 
to the long-term work of Dr. 
Doug Kennedy, the depart-
ment personnel officer. We 
are fully staffed in all twelve 
civilian faculty positions, 
and the lessening of COVID 
impacts allowed each of 
them to flourish in terms of 
teaching, scholarship, and 
service. Our new faculty 
mix has postured our depart-
ment for success, and all of 

us—full timers, volunteer 
instructors, and DVP—
enjoyed being back together 
on a regular basis and in the 
classroom with our cadets. 

As I mentioned above, the 
department had great success 
publishing this year. DFH 
members saw three books hit 
the shelves: a monograph by 
Dr. Meredith Scott, a co-
edited volume involving Dr. 
Peter Villella, and a co-
edited volume by Dr. John 
Jennings and Dr. Chuck 
Steele (also promoted to Pro-
fessor this summer!) that 
earned wide engagement in 
the public and academic 
spheres, particularly in the 
United Kingdom.  

Dr. Sara Castro earned a 
DF-level award for her inno-
vative approach to teaching 
and enabling cadet research, 
even in introductory survey 
courses, while Dr. Scott 
earned recognition as an Out-
standing Academy Educator 
for her empathetic and en-
gaging classroom style. You 
can read about the rest of our 
annual teaching award win-
ners in the following pages. 
The Department also recog-
nized LTC Nathan Watanabe 
(US Army, ret) with the Clio 
Award this year. His stead-
fast support of the Historic 
Weapons Shoot continued 
this year, even as we navi-
gated some new policies that 
caused us to do a weapons 
handling drill instead of an 
actual shoot. We look for-
ward to resuming that pro-
gram in 2023. 

Ten DFH members trav-
elled to the Society for Mili-
tary History’s annual confer-
ence in Fort Worth with most 
members presenting or com-
menting on panels. Lt Col 
Bob Umholtz escorted two 
cadets, C1C Aidan O’Connor 
and C2C Haley Hoffmeister, 
who presented papers at the 

History Graduate Student Or-
ganization (HGSO) History 
Conference at Texas A&M 
University. For the first time in 
two years, we successfully 
executed cadet travel abroad. 
Working with Brig Gen (ret) 
Mark Wells, Dr. Scott and Maj 
PJ Hussey traveled to Poland 
and Germany for immersive 
Holocaust study. Dr. Bob Wet-
temann and Dr. Kennedy es-
corted cadets to Normandy for 
battlefield tours of the Western 
Front in both World Wars. 
Finally, 10 cadets were induct-
ed into our local Phi Alpha 
Theta chapter. 

In addition to the accom-
plishments listed above, cadets 
conducted research at the 
Ackerman Center in Texas, at 
Air University in Alabama, at 
Air Forces Central in South 
Carolina, and here in Colorado 
Springs. Cadets traveled as far 
as Sicily, Italy for a confer-
ence, while a number also pre-
sented at the Colorado Springs 
Undergraduate Research Fo-
rum (CSURF). For the first 
time, DFH selected an out-
standing cadet Spacepower 
history paper to accompany the 
annual award for Airpower, 
continuing to grow the reach of 
the discipline with both awards 
going to cadets outside the 
major (C1C Andrew Jariga and 
C1C Sean Geither). Our histo-
ry majors of 2022 are amaz-
ing—three of them earned ac-
ceptance to some of the 
world’s top graduate programs. 
C1C Corey Eisert-Wlodarczyk 
will attend Yale University, 
C1C Allen “Ray” Doakes III 
will attend Howard University, 
and C1C Audrey Phillips will 
attend the University of Vir-
ginia. Even after such a banner 
year for cadet achievement, we 
know only greater things are in 
store for our students in the 
years to come. 

We can all look forward to 

the next year with anticipa-
tion. We have welcomed our 
newest Distinguished Visit-
ing Professor, Dr. Joe Glat-
thaar, the Stephenson Distin-
guished Professor at the 
University of North Caroli-
na, Chapel Hill, who will 
join us for academic year 22
-23. In October, we expect 
to host Dr. Gregory Daddis, 
Director of the Center for 
War and Society and the 
USS Midway Chair in Mod-
ern U.S. Military History at 
San Diego State University, 
as our Harmon Memorial 
Lecture speaker. We will 
continue preparations for a 
Fall 2023 co-hosted confer-
ence with the Ackerman 
Center at UT-Dallas entitled 
War, the Holocaust, and 
Human Rights: An Interdis-
ciplinary Approach. We also 
continue planning with the 
DFH Alumni Association 
for a department reunion. 
Finally, we will welcome a 
new Department Head, Col 
Matt Dietz, for the next two 
years as I rotate through a 
turn as Vice Dean. Matt re-
turns to us from a one-year 
deployment to the CAOC at 
Al Udeid, and we are excit-
ed for his leadership!  

DFH is proud to develop 
and mentor our cadets as 
they grow as leaders of char-
acter and historians. We are 
grateful for the support of 
and connections with our 
faculty alumni and former 
cadet history majors. We 
also are excited to continue 
to offer cadets travel and 
research experiences, many 
of which are made possible 
by generous donors. If you 
are reading our Falcon Foot-
note, please hear our “thank 
you” for all you do to en-
hance our mission, our facul-
ty, and cadets. As always, 
“once a DFHer, always a 
DFHer!”  
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Welcome to the fall edition of the Falcon Footnote.  There are several important updates since the last edition, but first I want to thank 
Brenda Roth, Don Bishop, and Larry Skogen for once again making this happen.  The Falcon Footnote has long been the Department's 
way to communicate DFH happenings to its wide circle of colleagues, friends, and alumni.  Our association is now able to add more on 
the achievements of former faculty members and history majors to each issue.    

Second, since our last posting Mark Wells has successfully guided us to becoming one of fourteen Affinity Groups with the AOG.  
This gives us a tremendous advantage because it means we now have access to the AOG’s resources.   

Third, Larry Skogen has dramatically expanded the web site and it now has connections to numerous videos related to the History De-
partment.  Access it at  https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com/ and if you have ideas for us to upload let us know.   

Fourth, in the near future you will see links to the Department Virtual Tour, regional meetings, and more publications as well as updat-
ed information about current and former department members.   

Finally, let me share two thoughts about membership.  Former instructors and history majors are automatically members, but we need 
information about anyone you know who is not receiving the Falcon Footnote.  Most importantly…it will cost you nothing.  This associa-
tion is focused on renewing contacts and supporting the History Department’s mission.  We will not solicit money from you or charge 
dues. So join us now. Add your energy to ours to build the Alumni Association.     

Larry Weaver,  
DFH Alumni Association President 
(DFH 1985-1990) 

USAF 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

A Historian’s Perspective by Lt Col Dik Daso, USAF, (ret.), PhD (DFH 1992-1993) 

Interim Executive Director, Air Force Historical Foundation 

 The US Air Force marks its 
75th anniversary as an inde-
pendent service on 18 Septem-
ber 2022. The reason behind its 
independence is pretty simple: 
Technology.  

Shortly after the Wright 
brothers’ first flight, the Army 
formed a small unit responsible 
for air-related issues. From 
1907 until 1947, American 
airpower was primarily owned 
and operated by the US Army 
(the Navy got involved late, but 
with vigor). As aviation tech-
nology developed, specific 
roles and missions for aircraft 
also evolved. Most of those 
missions were closely tied to 
surface forces, and command 
of those forces fell to surface 
commanders. That is, until avi-
ation technology evolved be-
yond localized command and 
control. In brief, long-range 
bombers eventually carrying 
nuclear weapons—both highly 
scientific and technical weap-
ons of war—resulted in the 

creation of a military branch 
specifically organized, trained, 
and equipped to effectively 
employ such capability in 
combat situations. The United 
States Air Force was born. 

On 20 December 2019, the 
independent Space Force be-
came a reality, structured ad-
ministratively in a similar fash-
ion as the US Marine Corps is 
to US Navy, The USSF cur-
rently falls under the Depart-
ment of the Air Force with 
independent command and 
reporting to the Secretary of 
Defense. Why? Technology. 
Like the USAF before it, space 
technology has outgrown the 
ability and the jurisdiction of 
its parent service (services in 
this case as consolidation of 
the space mission is today fully 
joint in nature) to manage and 
employ it on a day-to-day ba-
sis.  

When we nostalgically re-
call the history of the USAF, 
we inevitably begin with the 

airplane. Even though the 
USAF did not exist until 
1947, those predecessor units 
are the ones that created the 
USAF of today.  

The same is true for the 
history of the Space Force. 
When the history of the USSF 
is written some time from 
now—after many of its roles 
and missions are revealed and 
declassified—it will begin 
with Goddard’s rocket, 
Schriever’s Western Devel-
opment District, and Ká-
rmán’s Air Force Scientific 
Advisory Board. So, for now, 
we wait. We wait for the next 
75 years to pass, so that the 
lessons of the establishment 
of the Space Force might 
inform yet-born generations 
of Airmen and Guardians.  

Happy Birthday USAF! 

https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com/


 

  

Andrews Award (Top History Major): C1C Corey Eisert-Wlodarczyk 

 

Bong Award (Military History): C1C Luke Leon 

 

7th Bomb Group Foundation Award (General History): C1C Samuel Karlson 

 

American History Award (U.S. History): C1C Allen Ray Doakes III 

 

International History Award (International History): C1C Wills Troutwine 

 

Rupp Award (Interdisciplinary Studies): C1C Cole Resnik 

 

Thiele Awards (Graduate Studies Program): C1C Corey Eisert-Wlodarczyk, C1C Allen Ray 

Doakes III, and C1C Audrey Phillips 

 

Air Force Historical Foundation Award (Airpower Paper): C1C Sean Geither 

"Effect of Jet Engine Development on US. Airpower in the Korean War" 

 

Outstanding Senior Thesis Award: C1C Aidan O’Connor 

"Fight the Power: Punk Rock and Hip-Hop as Youth Political Voices In 1980s America" 

 
Outstanding Spacepower History Paper Award: C1C Andrew Jariga 

"Examining the fall of Nuclear Thermal Propulsion" 

 

Phi Alpha Theta Inductees: 

Allen Ray Doakes III 

Corey Eisert-Wlodarczyk 

Colton Layman 

Roberto Lara Nino 

Peter Nyfeler 

Audrey Phillips 

Andrew Puseman 

Cole Resnik 

Andrew Sellon 

Anna Kate Sims 
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C2C Jeremy Pinon 

I have always been a hands-
on learner, and at USAFA, the 
majority of this kind of learn-
ing occurs in STEM classes. 
The History of the Holocaust 
trip presented an opportunity 
to learn in this fashion, out of 
the classroom and on-site 
where the tragic events oc-
curred. Although I had never 
taken any formal Holocaust 
class, I knew that it was a sub-
ject worthy of deep study and 
that the assigned supplemental 
reading would allow me to 
catch up to my peers who had 
already taken the class at 
USAFA.  

To say that the trip had a 
profound effect on me would 
be an understatement. The trip 
rocked me to my core and 
taught me about mass atrocity, 
leadership, officership, and 
ultimately, about being a good 
person. Reading about the Hol-
ocaust is one thing, but actual-
ly seeing the sites of mass 
graves, walls stained blue from 
Zyklon-B, and the size of 
some of the camps will stick 
with me forever. Each day was 
scheduled in a way that not 
only exposed us to the Holo-
caust sites but also immersed 
us in Polish and German cul-
ture, which provided for a bet-
ter understanding of history 
while adding context to the 
events of the Holocaust.  

I learned more about the 
Holocaust itself at the Memo-
rial sites, but I believe the 
deeper learning came from the 
conversations we had as a 
group throughout the trip. 
Having time to reflect on what 
we saw, talking about our ex-
periences with our peers, and 
then exchanging ideas was the 
best part of the trip. The con-
versations we had about how 

the 

Holocaust connected to topics 
of debate in today’s world, 
especially our roles as both 
leaders and followers, was 
how most of us processed the 
experience and learned the 
most.  

Lastly, the trip opened my 
eyes to the career I want to 
pursue in the Air Force. Prior 
to coming to the Academy, I 
was sold on a rated position. I 
wanted to be the one pulling 
the trigger, blowing things up, 
and making the world safer 
that way. I still want to have a 
rated career, but because of the 
trip, I have looked more into 
the rescue community and 
have my heart set on doing 
something more focused 
around that. Overall, sending 
cadets like myself and others 
to sites of Holocaust memory 
is one of the most important 
things that the History Depart-
ment does. I now feel that if it 
were not for this trip, my expe-
rience as an International His-
torian and Officer would be 
lacking. 

C1C Haley Hoffmeister 

After spending time at sites 
of Jewish life before 1939 and 
locales of Holocaust memory, 
I understand that there is a 
significant difference between 
the classroom and seeing these 
sites in person. Public spaces 
and memorialization demon-
strate a nation’s attempt to 
achieve collective memory, 
thus, as time passes and the 
victims of genocide are no 

longer able to recount their 
individual stories, collective 
memory turns into cultural 
memory. As opposed to other 
forms of learning, visiting sites 
of Holocaust memory provides 
a distinct narrative of suffering 
and individualism that illumi-
nates war and oppression as 
well as how today’s societies 
choose to remember the events. 

The biggest takeaway for all 
who visit sites of Holocaust 
remembrance is the role of 
witnesses and bystanders in 
genocide; it is human nature to 
turn a blind eye so long as the 
specified individual’s survival 
is not at risk. Although Ger-
mans contributed to the Nazi 
Party and Adolf Hitler’s agen-
da, many outsiders and nations, 
even some Allied or neutral, 
acted as collaborators and by-
standers. To this day, witnesses 
and victims utilize Nazi lan-
guage, which only promotes 
the influence of dehumaniza-
tion from the twentieth century. 
As such, language is crucial in 
history and memory. Eighty 
years after the events that we 
studied, the glamorization of 
terms like “barbarians,” 
“extermination,” “liquidation,” 
and “annihilation,” allow for 
desensitization and the mal-
treatment of individuals. In 
future atrocities, the warning 
signs that existed prior to the 
rise of the Nazi regime could 
appear similar. A drastically 
changing society and discrimi-
natory ideals directly threaten 

everyone’s livelihood. There-
fore, the threshold for taking 
action and speaking out is as 
soon as these warning signs 
appear. When individual rights 
are threatened, resistance to 
unlawful orders and the govern-
ment in power is crucial. While 
military members pride them-
selves on their ability to disobey 
unlawful orders, in times of 
oppression, the question will 
always loom: who would truly 
risk ostracization from the com-
munity?  

C2C Kevin Collins 

Studying the Holocaust in 
Poland and Germany this sum-
mer with the History department 
provided a remarkable oppor-
tunity to see the power of mili-
tary leadership and decision-
making. Our research and learn-
ing in Poland and Germany 
transpired in an especially 
unique perspective as cadets and 
future officers in the United 
States Air Force. 

With every murder during 
the Holocaust, there was an or-
der behind it supported by cul-
ture. Lying in the leadership 
chain between the guards push-
ing victims through gas cham-
bers and the Fuhrer himself 
were layers of decision-makers 
choosing to blindly follow or-
ders. I see it at the Air Force 
Academy every day. While it is 
not following unlawful orders, it 
is doing whatever is asked of 
you without asking questions. It 
really made me wonder; at what 
point is that behavior ingrained 
so deep within a military and its 
culture that we will follow any 
order, even one that goes be-
yond the boundaries of morality 
and the core values that the 
Academy instills in us? I 
learned that as an officer, there 

(Continued on page 5) 

Cadets Visit Holocaust Sites in Germany and Poland 

For the first time in several years, DFH sent cadets on a Holocaust trip to study sites of Holocaust memory in Poland and Germany. In total, 
seven cadets had the opportunity to experience this ten-day trip that began in Krakow, ended in Berlin, and included sites such as Auschwitz, 
Treblinka, Warsaw, and Hitler’s Wolf Lair.  

Throughout the trip, the cadets kept notes and reflected upon what they learned. I had the privilege of accompanying this awesome group of 
students, and I learned as much from them as I did from the history itself. The following words are examples of what three of our majors took 
from this incredible travel opportunity.  —Maj PJ Hussey 
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has to be a threshold that we 
work to define throughout our 
careers between faithfully 
obeying the chain of command 
and adhering to one’s own 
moral compass. 

Prior to this trip, I had read 
several books, watched mov-
ies, sat in class, and learned 
about the Holocaust. None of 
this compared to walking 
through where it all happened. 
Feeling the cobblestones of 
what once characterized Jew-
ish ghettos and concentration 
camps imparted a firsthand 
sense of the atrocities that you 
cannot get from a book or 
pictures. The reality is that the 
Nazi regime stripped Jews 
from their homes and commit-
ted countless murders — and 
we spent our days walking 
past the same buildings where 
it happened. Every powerful 
moment from this trip rein-
forced the importance of lead-
ership, morality, and critical 
thinking. This experience pro-
vided open-ended learning 
that enabled a greater compre-
hension of my future role as a 
military officer.  More im-
portantly, it imprinted a sense 
of morality and ethical think-
ing that would benefit anyone.  

 

 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

In April 2022, USAFA history major C1C Wills Troutwine, accompanied by Dr. Bob Wettemann 
(DFH), Major Adrienne Torielli (DFEG), and C2Cs Kyle Ublacker, Grace Everts, and Alexandra 
Schwier, attended the two-day International Forum on Peace, Security and Prosperity (IFPSP), held in 
Agira, Sicily. The IFPSP, the brainchild of Canadian businessman and avocational military historian Ste-
phen Gregory, brought together the next generation of young leaders from universities, military acade-
mies, high schools and other institutions, along with noted historians, political scientists, and social sci-
entists in a worldwide discussion on civil/military peace, security and prosperity, using the 1943 cam-
paign to liberate Sicily as an intellectual foundation.  

   The origins of the forum are grounded in personal 
historical passion. In 2006, Gregory’s son was writ-
ing a history paper on the Canadian military experi-
ence during Operation TORCH, and his father was 
dismayed by the paucity of historical material availa-
ble on the exploits of the First Canadian Division in 
the 1943 liberation of Sicily. A year later, Gregory 
visited a military museum in Sicily as well as the 
Canadian military cemetery outside Agira, and was 

again surprised by the lack of information on the First Canadian Division, despite the significant role the 
unit played in the liberation of the island from Nazi control. This inspired Gregory to not only begin 
work in identifying a 325km “Walk for Remembrance and Peace,” a heritage tourism trail tracing the 
route of the First Canadian Division, but to organize what has been become an ongoing discussion on 
what makes peace possible, which now manifests itself as the IFPSP.  

The USAFA delegation, meeting with cadets from West Point and the French Ecole Speciale Militaire 
de Saint-Cyr, were picked up by representatives from the Italian army and driven through the central 
Sicilian countryside to the mountaintop community of Agira. After checking in to the IFPSP in front of 
the Chiesa di Sant’Antonio di Padova (Church of Saint Anthony of Padua dedicated in 1605), they made 
their way to their accommodations in nearby Hotel Castel Miralago, and then to the opening reception at 
the Sicilia Outlet Village, where they heard opening remarks from conference leader John Hannan of 
Canada, and Gen.D. Maurizio Scardino, commander of the Italian Army in Sicily.  

The next morning, the USAFA delegation joined seventy-five other cadets representing France, Ger-
many, Italy, Ukraine, Canada, Greece, Latvia, the United Kingdom, and Finland in what became a truly 
memorable experience. After a walk through historic Agira, which included stops at the Chiesa del San-
tissimo Salvatore (Church of the Holy Savior), built in 1492 and home to the oldest Aron (repository of 
the Torah) in all of Europe, and the Castello di Agira (Castle of Agira), where all learned of the military 
operations in the vicinity in 1943. From there, all made their way to formal academic portion of the con-
ference. In addition to welcoming speeches provided by Gregory virtually, those assembled received 
personal greetings from the Hon. Avv. Maria Gaetana Greco, Mayor of Agira, the Hon. Gianlucw Rizzo, 
President of the Defence Commission of the Chamber of Deputies and Gen.C.A. Luigi Francesco de 
Leverano, Military Advisor to the President of the Council of Ministers. During the course of the confer-
ence those assembled, as well as those participating internationally via impressive webinar efforts, also 
heard from Prof. Rémi Landry, Université de Sherbrooke, and Prof. Pierre Jolicoeur, Royal Military Col-
lege of Canada, as well as other conference participants.  

The IFPS calendar had many highlights. In addition to commemorative ceremonies at the Agira Cana-
dian War Cemetery, there was the opportunity to hear both active-duty and retired Bersaglieri, the elite, 
highly mobile elements of the Italian Light Infantry, distinguishable by their distinctive wide-brimmed 
hats decorated with black capercaillie feathers, their tradition of running, and distinct trumpet calls and 
songs, as well as a march from Nissoria to Agira, following the route taken by the First Canadian Divi-
sion in 1943. Upon conclusion of the formal portion of the conference, the USAFA and West Point con-
tingents spent part of a day in Catania, where they toured the town, along with the Museo Storico dello 
Sbarco (Allied Landings in Sicily Museum), an impressive museum which recounts the Anglo-American 
liberation of Sicily. 

While the theme for next year’s IFPSP, to be held 27-29 
March (conveniently during USAFA’s Spring Break), has yet 
to be announced, it should promise to be a memorable one to 
attend, as it will precede the 80th anniversary of the liberation 
of Sicily by only a few months. Considering how much all 
from USAFA enjoyed this year’s forum, it is certainly on the 
DFH calendar. 

 

Cadets Attend International Forum on Peace, Security and Prosperity 

Agira, Sicily, Italy  
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DFH took six cadets to 

France 1-14 June as a History 
499 course, “Modern Warfare 
on the Western Front: 1914-
1945.” Drs. Bob Wettemann 
and Doug Kennedy accompa-
nied them.  They explored the 
Western Front of World War 
I and the Word War II battle-
field of Normandy. The trip 
was sponsored by a generous 
donor giving the cadets an 
immersive experience into 
20th-century warfare and 
French culture. To describe 
the excursion in a complete 
way would be exhausting, but 
here’s an idea of what the 
group accomplished among a 
hundred other things! 

The group hit the ground 
running, starting with the 
Great War Museum in Meaux 
on the morning of June 2, 
continuing with the area 
around Belleau Wood, visit-
ing the Aisne-Marne Ameri-
can Cemetery, and conclud-
ing at Chateau-Thierry. The 
next day, they walked 
through the recently revealed 
trench system at the natural 
fortress system of La Main de 
Massiges, drove the Voie 
Sacree into Verdun, where 
the group stayed for two days 
at Les Jardins du Mess. The 
Verdun visit allowed the ca-
dets to pay tribute to Lt Col 
Emile Driant’s grave, see the 
Trench of the Bayonets, and 
explore Fort Douamont, 
among other amazing events. 
The Western Front compo-
nent of the trip included eve-
rything from St Mihiel up 
through Verdun, the Ar-
gonne, Laon (and into the 
caves at the Caverne du 
Dragon!), to Arras and the 
Somme, with a final night in 
Amiens. We even got to rec-
reate the picture of members 
of the 1st Battalion, Lanca-
shire Fusiliers at the Sunken 
Lane near Beaumont-Hamel, 
preceding their first-day as-
sault at the Somme. The Nor-
mandy portion of the trip 
ensured that the group hit 
every significant location 

between Pegasus Bridge and the 
Merville Gun Battery to St. Mere 
Eglise, the manor at La Fiere 
bridge out west on the Cotentin 
Peninsula. 

All of the cadets provided two 
battlefield briefs on a Western 
Front and Normandy topic. Exam-
ples of such briefs included C1C 
Cole Coppess’s explanation of 
the Battle of St. Mihiel, as we 
surrounded the relief map with a 
dozen other tourists on the top of 
Mont Sec. C2C Sage Korte dis-
cussed the Canadians’ assault of 
Vimy Ridge, while we were at the 
memorial on the hill. C1C Luke 
Kinney highlighted the need for 
air control and the air assault 
around St. Mere Eglise as we 
stood in the fields of a drop zone. 
C2C Hanna Miller reviewed the 
order of battle as we looked out 
over Omaha Beach from the cliffs 
above, emphasizing the establish-
ment of the Atlantic Wall. C1C 
Henry Stafford reviewed the 
American objectives of the units 
attacking the beaches of Norman-
dy. And finally, C1C Alex Stamp 
considered the logistical require-
ments for the D-Day invasion 
from a bluff overlooking the re-
mains of the artificial harbor cre-
ated at Arromanches. 

Besides a battlefield brief, ca-
dets wrote two book reviews—
one on the Great War and one on 

World War II—and turned in 
their trip journal reflecting on 
each day’s events. In what 
became an emotional assign-
ment, each cadet paid tribute 
to a fallen warrior now resting 
in the American cemetery at 
Colleville-sur-Mer. The cadets 
selected a warrior from their 
home town or state, and after 
conducting some pre-trip re-
search explained to the group 
what they knew about him, 
including the circumstances of 
his mission and ultimate death, 
with the entire group spending 
some time for reflection at 
each grave site. 

The highlight of a trip was 
a hosted dinner by the Paviot 
family. Marie, J.P., and their 
two daughters now own the 
manor at La Fiere. General 

Cadet summer staff ride to France, 1-14 June 2022 

Mark Milley and his entourage 
visited on June 6; we were there 
three days later. Besides an amaz-
ing dinner, the family gave an in-
depth tour of the manor, discuss-
ing the events that occurred from 
6-9 June 1944. With some quick 
instruction, J.P. and the professors 
loaded up the cadets in three 
WWII-era Willys Jeeps and drove 
out to the northwest to Drop Zone 
O to do a terrain walk of the main 
DZ for the 82nd AB’s 1/505. 

Each cadet also was responsi-
ble for a dinner at one of our loca-
tions. This led to a great competi-
tion on our dining experiences. 
It’s amazing what the internet and 
resourceful cadets can come up 
with! Finally, the group had a full 
day in Paris visiting Les Invalides 
and the Arc de Triomphe, among 
other highlights. 

USAFA team poses as 1st Lancashire Fusiliers the day before 
the Somme.   

USAFA cadets on the 82nd Airborne Division’s June 6, 1944 drop zone at Normandy. 
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New Spirit Falcon  

logos over time:  

DFH -- Videogame Villain 

DFHers!  Did you know DFH was recently featured in a major 
videogame?   Horizon: Zero Dawn was a 2017 smash hit played by 
tens of millions across the globe.   The game placed the player into 
a post-apocalyptic setting centuries after civilization col-
lapsed.  The main character sought clues in the post-apocalyptic 
world to determine how the “ancients” of the 21st century lived -- 
and where it all went wrong. 
 
This is where DFH comes in.  When wandering the wilds in this 
game, I came across this dilapidated structure:  

Because it has been covered for repairs, I have never seen the origi-
nal structure myself, but I am told that it is the Air Force Academy 
Cadet Chapel. There’s an explicit cue on this recording.  
 
And . . . the videogame attributed the fall of civilization to our 
department specifically. The recording cites a “300-level military 
history course” called “The Age of Human Airpower” as a root 
cause.  According to the game's story designers, USAFA historians 
taught about manned aircraft well into the 2040s --well beyond 
their obsolescence.  “They might as well have been teaching medie-
val siege tactics,” the game claims, “from [the cadet] perspective, 
the era of the human pilot was already over.”   
 
Now, I do not know which disgruntled cadet grew up to design vid-
eogames, but I thought it was a fun bit of info to share for our next 
department trivia night.   My cadets certainly ate it up!   
  
Major David Martin 
DFH 2018-2022 

On September 25, 1955, 
the first United States Air 
Force Academy graduating 
class (1959) chose the Fal-
con as their mascot.  Ac-
cording to the Academy 
website (https://
www.usafa.edu/about/
falcon-spirit-mark/), the 
logo serves as a spirit mark 
and is used for esprit de 
corps purposes.  The spirit 
mark does not replace the 
official United States Air 
Force Academy logo.   

Since 1955 the Falcon 
spirit mark has gone 
through many changes.  In 
June 2022, the Academy 
revealed a new logo.  Cur-
rent cadets and alumni col-
laborated on the most recent 
rendition.  As stated on the 
website, the most recent 
Falcon spirit mark 
“expresses a commitment to 
develop leaders for both 
United States Air Force and 
its sister service, the Space 
Force.”   

Here is the new spirit 
mark. It is quite simple, but 
there are many meanings 
contained in the logo.  

SPACE FORCE DELTA & 
POLARIS STAR 

At the heart of the falcon is 
the Polaris Star, which repre-
sents a guiding moral compass 
as we develop leaders of char-
acter, and it also alludes to the 
Space Force’s historic Delta 
Symbol. 

 

CADET CHAPEL 

The tips of the right wing 
represent the iconic architec-
ture of the Cadet Chapel with 
spires that reach to the sky, 
inspiring Airmen to Aim High 
and inspiring Guardians of the 
Space Force motto, “Semper 
Supra,” Latin for, “Always 
Above”. 

 

WING TIPS 

There are nine wing tips 
representing our nine institu-
tional outcomes of Critical 
Thinking; Application of Engi-
neering Problem-Solving 
Methods; Scientific Reasoning 
and the Principles of Science; 
The Human Condition, Cul-
tures, and Societies; Leader-
ship, Teamwork, and Organi-
zational Management; Clear 
Communication; Ethics and 
Respect for Human Dignity; 
National Security of the Amer-
ican Republic; Warrior Ethos 
as Airmen and Citizens. 

 

THE BOLT 

The Falcon carrying a single 
bolt, facing right, represents 
one unified Academy striking 
forward into the future. AIR FORCE WINGS 

 
   The V-shaped wings empha-
size swiftness and power and 
mirror the Air Force Symbol. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4BOPSBt0PM&t=27s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4BOPSBt0PM&t=27s
https://horizon.fandom.com/wiki/Air_Combat_Academy
https://horizon.fandom.com/wiki/Air_Combat_Academy
https://www.usafa.edu/about/falcon-spirit-mark/
https://www.usafa.edu/about/falcon-spirit-mark/
https://www.usafa.edu/about/falcon-spirit-mark/
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Dr. Meredith Scott  

sheds light on activism 

in WW II  
 
Dr. Scott’s book, The Life-

line:  Salomon Grumbach and 
the Quest for Safety was pub-

lished by Brill 
Publishers in 
March 2022.  It 
is part of their 
series on Jewish 
studies (volume 
72).  According 
to the publish-
er’s summary, 

the book is “a ground-breaking 
study of Grumbach,” an Alsa-
tian Jew who was a journalist 
and activist.  Salomon 
Grumbach helped nearly one 
thousand refugees and asylum 
seekers who were held in 
French internment camps early 
in World War II.  The book 
covers Grumbach’s life in Ger-
many and France and high-
lights his crusades for democ-
racy and human rights.  He 
was one of Europe’s interwar 
refugee advocates.  While the 
book is a biography of 
Grumbach, there are many 
lessons we can take away 
about transcending national 
boundaries for resistance and 
mobilization. 

Dr. Scott recently joined the 
department as an assistant pro-
fessor.  Prior to the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, she was Visit-
ing Assistant Professor at 
Bloomsburg University and 
taught at both York College 
and the University of Dela-
ware. Her dissertation exam-
ined community activism in 
French borderlands during the 
twentieth century, and her cur-
rent project is a case study of 
Jewish humanitarian networks 
in France during the interwar 
and war years. It is both a na-
tional and an international sto-
ry, one that opens a window on 
the depth of Jewish advocacy 
in the face of chaos, rising 
antisemitism, and war.  

Colonel Matt Dietz: 

Eagles Overhead: The His-

tory of US Air Force For-

ward Air Controllers, from 

the Meuse-Argonne to 

Mosul 

 

coming out in the Spring 

of 2023. 
 

Colonel Dietz’s dissertation 
titled Eagles Overhead:  The 
History of US Air Force For-
ward Air Controllers, from the 
Meuse-Argonne to Mosul will 
be published in the Spring of 
2023 by the University of 
North Texas Press.   The disser-
tation is in their digital library 
now, but in a few months the 
book will be available.  The 
monograph takes a critical look 
at Forward Air Controllers 
(FACs) and their role, status, 
and performance throughout 
Air Force history and in air 
campaigns from 1918 to 2017.  
The book examines the use of 
FACs on battlefields and as-
sesses the concept and utility of 
FACs to Air Force doctrine.  
Additionally, the book draws 
conclusions about the future of 
FACs in the Air Force. 

Matt Dietz is a Colonel in 
the U.S. Air Force and current-
ly a Department Head at the 
United States Air Force Acade-
my where he specializes in mil-
itary history, policy, and strate-
gy.  Colonel Dietz is a graduate 
of Texas A&M University, and 
he holds an MA in History 
from Sam Houston State Uni-
versity and a Master’s of Mili-
tary Operational Art and Sci-
ence from Air University. He 
has attended the Clements Cen-
ter’s Summer Seminar in State-
craft and History and presented 
papers and lectures on US mili-
tary strategy and operations.  

Dr. Jacob Abadi  

 
Dr. Jacob Abadi is a pro-

fessor of Middle Eastern and 
Islamic history.  Professor 
Abadi obtained his B.A. de-
gree from the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem and his 
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from 
New York University. Before 
coming to the Air Force 
Academy, Dr. Abadi taught 
at Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity and at the Pratt Insti-
tute. He was also Visiting 
Research Fellow at the 
Hagop Kevorkian Center for 
Near Eastern Languages and 
Literature, New York Univer-
sity (1991) and Visiting 
Research Fellow at the Near 
Eastern Studies Department, 
Princeton University (2001, 
2007, 2014).  In addition to 
numerous articles and book 
reviews he wrote on contem-
porary Middle Eastern and 
Islamic affairs, Dr Abadi 
authored several books:  Brit-
ain’s Withdrawal from the 
Middle East: The Economic 
and Strategic Imperatives, 
1947-1971 (1983); Israel’s 
Leadership: From Utopia to 
Crisis (1993); Israel’s Quest 
for Acceptance and Recogni-
tion in Asia: Garrison State 
Diplomacy (2004), and Tuni-
sia Since the Arab Conquest: 
The Saga of a Westernized 
Muslim State (2013).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Abadi is working on a 

new book with a tentative 
title, Jordan Throughout the 
Ages. 

 
    

Dr. Cameron McCoy  

 

Dr. Cameron McCoy is an 
assistant professor of U.S. Dip-
lomatic and Military History.  
He earned his doctorate in U.S. 
history at the University of 
Texas at Austin after receiving 
a masters in military history at 
Texas A&M University, and 
his bachelors in International 
& Area Studies at BYU.  Be-
fore arriving at USAFA in the 
fall of 2019, Dr. McCoy was 
an assistant professor of U.S. 
History at Brigham Young 
University (BYU) from 2017 
to 2019. Earlier he was a post-
doctoral fellow at the United 
States Military Academy at 
West Point during the 2016–
2017 academic year.  In addi-
tion to being a professor at 
USAFA, Dr. McCoy also 
serves in the Marine Corps 
Reserves as an infantry officer. 
He has held several positions 
of command while serving 
multiple combat tours and de-
ployments to various countries 
in support of Operations IRA-
QI and ENDURING FREE-
DOM 

Dr. McCoy’s upcoming 
book titled, Contested Valor: 
African American Marines in 
the Age of Power, Protest, and 
Tokenism (University Press of 
Kansas, under contract), chron-
icles the lives and experiences 
of many of the first African 
American Marines from 1945 
to 1975. The book examines 
the limitations of military inte-
gration and the critical failure 
of leadership during the Cold 
War era.  This failure of gov-
ernment and Marine leadership 
led to distinct forms and prac-
tices of systemic racism. Dr 
McCoy also focuses on rare 
aspects of military life during 
this period and the psychologi-
cal effects of institutionalized 
racism. 

https://brill.com/view/title/58923?rskey=Jid6Cy&result=1
https://brill.com/view/title/58923?rskey=Jid6Cy&result=1
https://brill.com/view/title/58923?rskey=Jid6Cy&result=1
https://www.amazon.com/Tunisia-since-Arab-Conquest-Westernized/dp/0863724353
https://www.amazon.com/Tunisia-since-Arab-Conquest-Westernized/dp/0863724353
https://www.amazon.com/Tunisia-since-Arab-Conquest-Westernized/dp/0863724353
https://www.amazon.com/Tunisia-since-Arab-Conquest-Westernized/dp/0863724353
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    Published in 
2000 as part of 
the Smithsonian 
History of Avia-
tion Series, 
Daso’s book, 
Hap Arnold and 
the Evolution of 
American Air-
power, was a 

recipient of the American Insti-
tute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics History Manuscript 
Award in 2001.  The book was 
also included on the CSAF Pro-
fessional Reading List for two 
years and in the Air Command 
and Staff College curriculum in 
2012.  To commemorate the 75th 
anniversary celebration of the 
establishment of the USAF as a 
separate military service, the 
book is now set for rerelease 
with new illustrations in Sep-
tember 2022 (soft cover and e-
book).  

    The book is a “techno-
biography” of General Henry 
H. ‘Hap’ Arnold.  Command-
ing General of the Army Air 
Forces during WW II, this five-
star general established the en-
during technological and scien-
tific tradition of today’s U.S. 
Air Force. One of the first Army 
pilots and then a protégé of fire-
brand William “Billy” Mitchell, 
he embodied the relationship 
between airpower technology, 
training and its applications to 
doctrine. His relationships with 
aeronautical scientists, aviation 
engineers and industrial moguls 
created the military-industrial-
academic relationships that still 
influence today’s U.S. Air and 
Space Forces. 

Arnold’s sheepish grin could 
not camouflage his demand-
ing—sometimes explosive—
leadership style.  It was often a 
biproduct of the wartime pres-
sure of expanding the infant 
Army Air Corps into the mas-
sive Army Air Forces—2.4 mil-

 
 
 

Hap Arnold and the Evolution of American Airpower  
USAF 75th Anniversary Edition  

by Lt Col Dik Daso, PhD, USAF (ret) (DFH 1992-1993) 

lion airmen and nearly 300,000 
planes—in less than five years. 
With top-cover from Army 
Chief of Staff, General George 
C. Marshall, he patiently and 
deliberately resisted internal 
pressure to establish an inde-
pendent air force until victory 
over Axis aggression was as-
sured. At war’s end, after suf-
fering multiple heart ailments 
that preceded retirement, his 
vision for an independent U.S. 
Air Force was realized in 1947.  

Lt. Col. Dik Daso, USAF, 
(ret.), is a USAFA Class of 
1981 history major, and 1992-
93 DFH faculty member. He 
taught the core military history 
course and the core world his-
tory course in sequential se-
mesters.  

Daso currently teaches a 
variety of courses at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina that 
focus on the history of technol-
ogy and science. He retired 
from the USAF in 2001 and 
then served at the Smithsonian 
National Air and Space Muse-
um as the curator of modern 
military aircraft until retiring 
from that post in 2012. He 
earned his BS (history) from 
the USAF Academy in 1981 
and his doctorate from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina in 
1996.  

Daso flew T-38, RF-4C, and 
F-15 aircraft during his service 
amassing 2,750 flight hours. 
He was assigned to the Air 
Force Scientific Advisory 
Board during the visionary 
New World Vistas S&T study 
in 1995 and also held the posi-
tion of Chief, Air Force Doc-
trine as a member of the Air 
Staff in the Pentagon.  

As modern military aircraft 
curator at the National Air and 
Space Museum, Daso was re-
sponsible for the oversight of 
more than 100 of our nation’s 
most treasured artifacts from 

the prototype model F-35A/B to 
the B-29 Enola Gay. While at the 
Smithsonian, Daso was part of the 
curatorial team that created The 
Price of Freedom: Americans at 
War permanent exhibition at the 
National Museum of American 
History—the Smithsonian’s first 
ever comprehensive military his-
tory exhibition. During his tenure, 
the Air and Space Museum 
opened the Udvar-Hazy Center 
near Dulles Airport where a large 
number of his aircraft and artifact 
collection is housed. Daso also 
curated an exhibit of unmanned 
aerial vehicles for the flagship 
museum in downtown DC and a 
display of Transformers objects 
and artifacts used in the block-
buster film, Transformers: Re-
venge of the Fallen which featured 
the SR-71 and the Udvar-Hazy 
Center. 

Dr. Daso has authored several 
books and contributed chapters to 
several more. These books in-
clude, U.S. Air Force: A Complete 
History (Hugh Lauter Levin Asso-
ciates, Inc., 2006), Doolittle: Aer-
ospace Visionary (Brassey’s US, 
2003), Hap Arnold and the Evolu-
tion of American Airpower 
(Smithsonian Institution Press, 
2001, paperback, 2002, Special 
AFHF Edition, 2012), Architects 
of American Air Supremacy: Gen-
eral Hap Arnold and Dr. Theo-
dore von Kármán (Air University 
Press, 1997), America’s Hangar: 
The Steven F. Udvar Hazy Center 
(Marquand Books Inc., 2003, 
2004, 2007, 2010, and 2013), and 
The Price of Freedom: 
Americans at War 
(Marquand Books Inc., 
2004). Other contribu-
tions and chapters are 
found in, World War II: 
A Chronology of War 
(Rizzoli/Universe Inter-
national Publications, 
October, 2008), Vi-
etnam: A Chronology of 
War (Rizzoli/Universe 
International Publica-

tions, 2010), "The National 
Air and Space Museum 
Spreads Its Wings," in The 
National Air and Space Muse-
um: An Autobiography 
(National Geographic, 2011), 
“Forging American Air Pow-
er—Patrick, Arnold, and 
Doolittle” in The Winged 
Crusade: The Quest for 
American Air and Space Pow-
er, (Imprint Publications, 
2006), “Hap Arnold at West 
Point,” in West Point: Two 
Centuries and Beyond 
(McWhiney Foundation Press 
an affiliate of Texas A&M 
Press, 2004), “Forging an Air 
Force,” in The Air Force (Air 
Force Historical Foundation, 
2002). Daso also edited New 
World Vistas: Air and Space 
Power for the 21st Century, 
Ancillary Volume, (USAF 
Scientific Advisory Board, 
1995). 

Daso has also written the 
chapter examining Hap Ar-
nold in the upcoming book 
(Spring 2023) Airpower Pio-
neers: From Billy Mitchell to 
Dave Deptula.  This work, 
edited by John Andreas Ol-
sen, examines airmen who 
made extraordinary contribu-
tions to advancing airpower 
thought and application. It 
includes individuals from the 
United States Air Force 
(USAF) and its predecessor 
organizations who dedicated 
their careers to developing the 
United States into an aero-
space nation.  

https://www.amazon.com/U-S-Air-Force-Complete-Military/dp/B000N6Y11U
https://www.amazon.com/U-S-Air-Force-Complete-Military/dp/B000N6Y11U
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B005CWJ82C/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B005CWJ82C/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0B6N35ND9/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?2F7A5BA6-B875-7141-9C0F-7DDDED3639B8_pure_cup_C6FA3ED5_6D17_47D1_B6E2_F4B02CC905E0_
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0B6N35ND9/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?2F7A5BA6-B875-7141-9C0F-7DDDED3639B8_pure_cup_C6FA3ED5_6D17_47D1_B6E2_F4B02CC905E0_
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/AUPress/Books/B_0044_DASO_ARCHITECTS_AIR_SUPREMACY.pdf
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/AUPress/Books/B_0044_DASO_ARCHITECTS_AIR_SUPREMACY.pdf
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/AUPress/Books/B_0044_DASO_ARCHITECTS_AIR_SUPREMACY.pdf
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/AUPress/Books/B_0044_DASO_ARCHITECTS_AIR_SUPREMACY.pdf
https://airandspace.si.edu/research/publications/americas-hangar-steven-f-udvar-hazy-center-fourth-edition
https://airandspace.si.edu/research/publications/americas-hangar-steven-f-udvar-hazy-center-fourth-edition
https://www.amazon.com/Price-Freedom-Americans-War/dp/0974420239
https://www.amazon.com/Price-Freedom-Americans-War/dp/0974420239
https://www.usni.org/press/books/airpower-pioneers
https://www.usni.org/press/books/airpower-pioneers
https://www.usni.org/press/books/airpower-pioneers
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Clodfelter, Mason, and 

Air Power Studies 
 

In an online discussion, Brian 
Laslie, the command historian of 
USAFA who also teaches in 
DFH, remarked that “Mark 
Clodfelter’s The Limits of Air 
Power was the ‘foundation of 
modern air power studies.’” 

 
In a friendly rejoinder on the 

From Balloons to Drones web-
site, Dr Ross Mahoney, an inde-
pendent historian and defence 
specialist based in Australia (and 
formerly the resident Historian 
at the RAF Museum), said “in 
the UK, the mantle of ‘father’ of 
air power studies, in my opinion, 
belongs to Air Vice-Marshal 
Tony Mason who was the 
RAF’s first Director of Defense 
Studies (DDefS).  To my mind, 
Tony generated the space for the 
subject both within the RAF and 
with external partners.” 

 
Wing Commander Mason 

was the Royal Air Force Ex-
change Officer in the Depart-
ment of History from 1969 to 
1971.  Mark Clodfelter ’77 
taught in DFH from 1983-84 
and 1987-1991.  So either way, 
DFH can take full credit as an 
incubator of Air Power Studies. 

Mark Clodfelter:  From Airpower Historian to Novelist 
(DFH 1983-1985; 1987-1991) 

 
Mark Clodfelter started writing a novel in 1995, when he was the Air Force ROTC detachment 

commander at the University of North Carolina.  Why a novel?  Clodfelter commented that he 
was motivated by the close interaction he had with college students at UNC who were prospective 
Air Force officers. This triggered thoughts of his own cadet experiences as a member of the Air 
Force Academy’s Class of 1977. Also teaching cadets at Chapel Hill revived memories of teach-
ing cadets at the Academy, which he did for almost five years in the 1980s and 1990s as a mem-
ber of the Department of History. But work prevented him from completing anything other than 
nonfiction, and not until he retired from teaching at National War College in summer 2019 and 
moved to Chapel Hill could he return to the novel that he had begun almost a quarter of a century 
before.  

 
The novel is titled Between Two Shades of Blue, recently released by Air University Press.  

You can download a copy of the book, and it will soon be available through the GPO in print and 
eBook form.  It is the first time Air University Press has ever published a novel, so this is truly an 
amazing event.  Here is a summary of the book: 

 
Paul Glattan, a high school student 

in rural eastern North Carolina, has 
an unbridled passion for UNC and its 
fabled basketball team.  When finan-
cial concerns dash his dreams of at-
tending the university, he pursues an 
Air Force Academy appointment and 
is accepted as a member of the Class 
of 1977.  As he struggles to maintain 
his Carolina ties, the Academy pro-
duces more grief than gratifica-
tion, and only after bonding with his 
most important instructor, a highly 
decorated Vietnam veteran—and find-
ing love unexpectedly—does he over-
come the anguish and ultimately find 
redemption. 

 
Needless to say, DFH plays a large role in the book, and Glattan’s key instructor, Lt Col Rob-

ert Chadwick, is the history department deputy head.  DFHers will find the account interesting, 
and many of the “tales” of the department reflect memories that Clodfelter has of it.  Besides try-
ing to create a story that would appeal to an audience with ties to the Air Force, USAFA, or North 
Carolina, Clodfelter wanted to show how the Academy experience differed for cadets a half-
century ago in a way that might be meaningful for Air Force officers/cadets today.  Here’s a quote 
from the back cover of the book: 

 
"If Pat Conroy’s The Lords of Discipline was a representation of all southern military 

colleges, Clodfelter’s new book does the same for the Academies. This work presents an 
unvarnished view of the Academy experience in the post-Vietnam era. It is a must-read 
for anyone seeking to understand the many shifts in officer training over the last four 
decades." 

—Dr. Brian Laslie, Command Historian, U.S. Air Force Academy 
 
    Besides the novel and Limits of Air Power, while he was at NWC he also published Beneficial 
Bombing: The Progressive Foundations of American Air Power, 1917-1945 (University of Ne-
braska Press, 2011) and two monographs from NDU Press: Violating Reality: The Lavelle Affair, 
Nixon, and the Parsing of the Truth (2016), which analyzes how General John Lavelle, falsely 
accused of illegally bombing North Vietnam and ordering the falsification of post-strike mission 
reports in 1972, became a scapegoat for Nixon and Kissinger; and Fifty Shades of Friction: Com-
bat Climate, B-52 Crews, and the Vietnam War (2016), based on survey responses and interviews 
of almost 100 Buff crew members who flew in Vietnam.  DFH used the latter as a reading assign-
ment for cadets in History 202 a few years ago. 
 

https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/bison-books/9780803264540/
https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/bison-books/9780803264540/
https://balloonstodrones.com/2017/09/13/research-note-wither-air-power-studies/
https://go.usa.gov/xS952)
https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/nebraska/9780803233980/#:~:text=About%20the%20Book&text=In%20Beneficial%20Bombing%20Mark%20Clodfelter,solution%20to%20limiting%20the%20bloodshed.
https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/nebraska/9780803233980/#:~:text=About%20the%20Book&text=In%20Beneficial%20Bombing%20Mark%20Clodfelter,solution%20to%20limiting%20the%20bloodshed.
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Media/News/Article/718055/violating-reality-the-lavelle-affair-nixon-and-the-parsing-of-the-truth/
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Media/News/Article/718055/violating-reality-the-lavelle-affair-nixon-and-the-parsing-of-the-truth/
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Media/News/Article/937535/fifty-shades-of-friction-combat-climate-b-52-crews-and-the-vietnam-war/
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Media/News/Article/937535/fifty-shades-of-friction-combat-climate-b-52-crews-and-the-vietnam-war/
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Since the first cadets entered the Academy in 1955, more than 450 individuals, military or civilian, have taught in the Department of History.  
Some have brought distinctive or unusual experiences with them to Fairchild Hall.  Many others have had distinguished careers in the Air 
Force, in other government agencies, and in education.  In The Falcon Footnote we plan to highlight many of these stories. 

 

Spotlights 

David Zook:  
An appreciation 
(DFH 1962-1965) 

KIA, Vietnam, 1967 
     
David Zook’s 
classic study 
on the Chaco 
War remains 
an important 
work for all 
scholars who 
seek to under-
stand modern 
Bolivian his-

tory.  Bolivia’s political devel-
opment remained stunted in 
the late nineteenth century, as 
elite caudillos ruled over the 
country as if it were still a 
colony.  Yet, the loss of the 
littoral to Chile in the War of 
the Pacific and the increasing 
move towards a global econo-
my refashioned Bolivia’s na-
tional identity.  Zook recog-
nized how that war influenced 
later changes inside Bolivia, 
as he argued how the loss to 
Chile brought about “deep 
social, political, and geograph-
ical reorientation” (15).  When 
the Chaco War broke out in 
1932, the country mobilized 
an unprecedented number of 
soldiers and engaged in a type 
of modern warfare previously 
unseen in Latin Ameri-
ca.  Zook’s detailed account of 
the battles alongside a re-
counting of the larger strategic 
interests that drove leaders 
during the war gives readers 
an important piece of this crit-
ical history.  Few scholars 
have tackled the military his-
tory of modern Bolivia besides 
Zook, with James Dunkerly 
and Bruce Farcau being two 
notable exceptions from the 
1980s and 1990s.  More re-
cently, a few researchers have 
built upon the impressive 
work that Zook took on, with 
an emphasis of either explor-
ing details about the war such 

Matt Dietz is a 
Colonel in the 
U.S. Air Force 
and currently 
a Department 
Head at the 
United States 
Air Force 

Academy where he specializes 
in Military History, Policy, and 
Strategy. His doctoral disserta-
tion, Eagles Overhead: The 
History of US Air Force Air-
borne Forward Air Controllers, 
from the Muese-Argonne to 
Mosul, is a critical history of 
US Air Force Airborne Forward 
Air Controllers and exams their 
role in US military conflicts 
from World War I to Operation 
Inherent Resolve. Colonel Dietz 
has logged more than 2,500 
flight hours in five different 
aircraft and deployed in support 
of Operations Iraqi Freedom 
and Enduring Freedom. Addi-
tionally, he served as a NATO 
staff officer and planner for 
Operations Odyssey Dawn and 
Unified Protector. 

A graduate of Texas A&M 
University, Colonel Dietz has 
an MA in History from Sam 
Houston State University and a 
Master’s of Military Operation-
al Art and Science from Air 
University. He has attended the 
Clements Center’s Summer 
Seminar in Statecraft and Histo-
ry and presented papers and 
lectures on US military strategy 
and operations. 

Colonel Matt Dietz as airmen, prisoners, and work 
brigades or showing how mili-
tary experience affected Bolivi-
an society in a broad 
sense.  Bolivian scholars of all 
stripes, though, owe a debt of 
gratitude to David Zook’s, The 
Conduct of the Chaco War. 

 
Robert Niebuhr 
Barrett, The Honors College 
Arizona State University 

Dr Chuck Steele: 
20: years of civilian 

service and counting 
 
Dr. Chuck 
Steele is a 
Professor of 
History at the 
United States 
Air Force 
Academy. He 
has served as 

the course chair for USAFA’s 
offerings in naval history, mil-
itary thought, technology and 
warfare, the core and scholar’s 
courses in modern military 
history, and the history of the 
First World War.  

Dr. Steele  is a graduate of 
the University of California, 
Berkeley (BA, History 1987), 
King’s College, the University 
of London (MA, War Studies 
1990), and West Virginia Uni-
versity (Ph.D., History 2000). 
Chuck served as the first De-
fense Editor of Rotor and 
Wing magazine and subse-
quently worked as an Assis-
tant Professor of History at the 
United States Military Acade-
my (fall 2002-summer 2006). 
He is the book review editor 
for the International Journal 
of Naval History. He has writ-
ten on naval affairs for Naval 
History, the Journal of the 
Australian Naval Institute, and 
the UK’s Naval Review. 
Chuck is also a PADI certified 
Divemaster with elementary 
training in nautical archeology 
from Britain’s Nautical Arche-
ology Society. 

Watt Hill’s Interview 

 
Retired Colo-
nel Watt G. 
Hill taught in 
DFH from 
1965 to 1969.  
After he re-
tired, he taught 
at Air Acade-

my High School.  In 2009, he 
sat for an interview as part of 
the Library of Congress’s Veter-
ans History Project, relating his 
World War II experiences flying 
the P-38 and the P-47 in the 
European Theatre of Operations, 
and his later tour flying the A-
37 in Vietnam.  Relating a tense 
moment, he recalled that the 
twin-engine P-38 had counter-
rotating props.  “I lost an engine 
on landing once, and the aircraft 
rolled inverted about 50 feet off 
the ground with the gear and the 
flaps all down, low RPM on the 
engine that was running. As a 
consequence the aircraft was 
coming down rapidly.  I should-
n’t have been able to recover, 
but a miracle – it wasn’t skill or 
cunning on my part -- I think it 
was just plain luck -- but I knew 
I was gonna die. They say when 
you’re drowning or when you’re 
dying your life passes before 
your eyes.  It’s not true.  You 
just say, oh heck, and think 
you’re gonna die.  I think that 
was the scariest time in my life 
because there was no way I 
could recover, but I did.  Some-
one was on my side.” 

https://www.amazon.com/Conduct-Chaco-War-David-Zook/dp/B0007ER90S
https://www.amazon.com/Conduct-Chaco-War-David-Zook/dp/B0007ER90S
https://memory.loc.gov/diglib/vhp/story/loc.natlib.afc2001001.69962/mv0001001.stream
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questions, some of which 
proved controversial and diffi-
cult. They all needed to be 
addressed to complete and 
dedicate the memorial.  

 
The Commission began its 

work with a formal report 
from its legacy committee, 
Eisenhower’s Legacy: The 
General, The President, The 
Public Servant, with a preface 
by Secretary of State Colin L. 
Powell. The strength of Gen-
eral and President Eisenhow-
er’s legacy provided continu-
ing inspiration, motivation, 
and power for the Commis-
sion to continue its work in 
spite of many challenges.  

 
The forceful report engen-

dered self-confidence, and the 
Commission resolved that the 
Eisenhower legacy deserved 
memorialization by a world 
class designer in a world class 
location. The Commissioners 
and the staff began to chip 
away at its large overall task 
and numerous challenges. It 
took nearly two decades!  The 
Memorial was dedicated on 
September 17, 2020.  

 
FF: Tell us more about 

those “challenges.”  
 
Reddel: There were con-

troversies, large and small, 
over the site, the designer, the 
design, initial objections 
(many aired in the media), the 
numerous official approvals 
required to place a memorial 
next to the Mall, the Eisen-
hower family’s assent, design 
modifications, fund-raising, 
meetings at the embassies of 
major wartime allies, selection 
of architects and contractors . 
. . and many more! Some 
challenges were serious 
enough that they threatened 
the very existence of the 
Commission, one being con-
tinuing disagreement among 
some of the stakeholders 
about the design of the memo-
rial. Suffice it to say that the 

 

passion of advocacy left little 
room for debate among both 
stakeholders and members of 
the public.  

 
A marvelous individual, 

Frank Gehry, won the day and 
deserves a few words. Commit-
ted to celebrating the Eisenhow-
er legacy, the Commission had 
resolved, after considering 26 
alternative sites, that the Memo-
rial must be located on a large, 
preeminent site at the base of 
the United States Capitol, and 
that it required a world-class 
design. To work on the memori-

al, the Com-
mission chose 
Gehry’s archi-
tectural firm 
from the 44 
competing 
firms. 
 

The world’s most celebrated 
living architect, Frank conduct-
ed his own study and analysis 
of Ike, and he came to personal-
ly idealize Eisenhower in pro-
found and extremely well-
informed terms. An absolute 
belief in the need for the memo-
rial to reflect and embody Ike’s 
place in history undergirded 
Frank’s artistic commitment. It 
gave him an almost moral au-
thority that I believe helped 
enable him to meet positively 
the negative challenges posed 
by some very public criticisms.  

 
I had learned, before I came 

to know Frank, that Eisenhower 
was indeed enigmatic, and he 
was far more intelligent and far 
more psychologically complex 
than many Americans under-
stood. Having myself previous-
ly “crossed this Rubicon” on 
Ike, I realized that Frank had 
crossed it as well.  

 
FF: Members of the Com-

mission, your staff, budgeteers, 
fundraisers, designers, and ar-
chitects all played roles. How 
about historians?  

 
Reddel: Certainly! Because 

In 1999, after 17 years as 
Permanent Professor and 
Head of the Department of 
History, Brigadier General 
Carl Reddel retired from the 
Air Force and became Presi-
dent and CEO of the Eisen-
hower World Affairs Institute 
(EWAI) in Washington, DC, 
and then a Fellow in the Cen-
ter for Public Service at Get-
tysburg College. He continued 
at the Center until 2001, when 
he was asked to select and 
organize a staff to support the 
recently established Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Memorial Com-
mission (EMC).  

 
The EMC – four senators, 

four representatives, and four 
public members -- was 
charged to design and build a 
national memorial to honor 
the 34th President of the Unit-
ed States and the Supreme 
Commander of the Allied Ex-
peditionary Force in World 
War II. After forming the staff, 
General Reddel was asked to 
be its Executive Director.  

 

FALCON FOOTNOTE: 
You began working for the 
Commission in 2001. What 
hurdles had to be jumped on 
the way to the memorial’s 
dedication?  

 
REDDEL: 
Although Public Law 106-

79 (2000) had established and 
authorized the Commission, it 
did not say what the memorial 
would be, where it was to be 
located, and when it would be 
dedicated. I discovered that 
these vital questions were re-
lated in complex and interest-
ing ways, in turn posing more 

the key element in this whole 
undertaking was the power and 
authority of the Eisenhower 
legacy, historians played an 
extraordinary role. We were in 
regular contact with the lead-
ing historians of both World 
War II and the Eisenhower 
presidency. (They included 
two successive Historians of 
the Department of State, Am-
bassador Ed Brynn, who taught 
in DFH from 1968-72 and 
1975-78, and Dr. Stephen Ran-
dolph, a history major in USA-
FA’s class of 1974.) We 
tracked new publications and 
sponsored book talks as each 
new study of Ike was pub-
lished. Historians sat in on 
many committee deliberations.  

 
I thus believe that historians 

played a larger role in the Ei-
senhower Memorial effort than 
they did in the six national 
presidential memorials that 
preceded Ike’s. Time will tell, 
but one general indicator is the 
many annual assessments of 
the 46 American presidents. 
For his record and perfor-
mance, President Eisenhower’s 
standing is on the rise, on a 
steady trajectory of increasing 
status for several decades.  

 
FF:   How might DFH have 

prepared you for creating a 
national presidential memori-
al? 
 
    Reddel:  Let me mention 
one experience of many.  A 
frequent attendee at the bienni-
al USAFA military history 
symposia was retired Army 
General An-
drew J. 
Goodpaster, a 
true “soldier-
scholar.”  
After he was 
wounded in 
combat, he 
had become 
an action officer on General 
Marshall’s staff, and he was 
President Eisenhower’s staff 

(Continued on page 13) 

Carl Reddel and the Eisenhower Memorial 

Frank Gehry 

Gen Goodpaster 
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secretary and confidant for six 
years.  His proximity to the 
President had given him an 
unusual opportunity to develop 
a direct and informed personal 
view of Eisenhower.   

 
I had met General Goodpas-

ter when he visited USAFA for 
the symposia, which he held in 
very high regard.  After my 
retirement, when I was the new 
President and CEO of EWAI in 
Washington, I found that I 
shared a suite of offices with 
him.  I’m sure that in his mind I 
was professionally associated 
with DFH and Colonel Hurley. 

 
In my new position, I natu-

rally had to deepen my under-
standing of Eisenhower, and 
General Goodpaster became a 
personal consultant and advi-
sor. He warmed to my interest 
and was patient with my ques-
tions and persistence, willing to 
“talk on and off the record” 
about Ike, helping me develop 
otherwise unavailable and in-
valuable insights.  

 
General Goodpaster was a 

former NATO commander, and 
at EWAI I helped him organize 
a NATO-themed conference 
that would include the current 
NATO commander, General 
Wesley Clark. My experience 
with DFH conferences and 
working a chain of command 
helped make the conference a 
success.  And although I didn’t 
fully grasp it at the time, work-
ing with him on this event fur-
thered my preparation to play a 
leading staff role at the EMC.  
In a way, it all began at DFH. 

 
FF:  What are the most im-

portant dimensions of the Ei-
senhower legacy?  

 
Reddel:  Among historians 

and journalists, there was no 
firm consensus about this enig-
matic President.  Why?  On one 
hand, he was the last president 
born in the 19th century – tell-
ingly, the census bureau ceased 
using “the frontier” as a catego-

(Continued from page 12) ry the year Ike was born – so 
Eisenhower was a living re-
minder of past generations of 
American history. Yet he was 
also fresh and recent, tied to the 
national and unifying efforts of 
younger Americans in World 
War II and the Cold War.   

 
He was the only president to 

have worn the uniform of a 
professional soldier in World 
Wars I and II and the Cold 
War.  As a military profession-
al Ike was caught up in the rev-
olutionary changes of modern 
warfare, both in serious study – 
his PME papers included stud-
ies of industrial mobilization 
and improving the reserve sys-
tem -- and practice.  And as 
president he had under his per-
sonal control the nuclear weap-
ons capable of destroying 
Western civilization.  

 
Finally, all candidates and 

Presidents endure partisan por-
trayals (and “first drafts of his-
tory”) that are part of cam-
paigns and administrations. So 
there were good reasons for 
historians’ diverse views. 

 
Americans have also tended 

to view Eisenhower’s accom-
plishments through military or 
civilian lenses, but they have 
rarely looked through both 
lenses at the same time.  Mind-
ful that nothing beats “Father 
of his country” or “Savior of 
the Union,” the EMC made 
rigorous efforts to singularize a 
resonant historical message 
concerning Ike’s legacy. 

 
I came to believe that the 

purposeful absence of a single 
formal physical entrance to the 
4+ acres of the new Eisenhow-
er Memorial site (and the inclu-
sion of multiple access points) 

is a metaphorical reflection of 
the many sources of Ike’s lega-
cy.   

 
Might I offer one more point 

especially relevant to the Acad-
emy?  After World War II, 
General Eisenhower was the 
leading figure in the DoD to 
advise President Truman and 
the Secretary of Defense that 
the recently created Air Force 
would need long-term continui-
ty of leadership; this resulted in 
the establishment of the USAF 
Academy during Eisenhower’s 
presidency.   

 
FF:  If views of Eisenhower 

were so disparate, what was 
your take on a singular theme 
or message of his legacy? 
 
     Reddel:  Keep in mind that 
for Eisenhower, maintaining 
the security of the United 
States was his most important 
historical obligation and his 
primary legacy.  "He believed 
that security would guarantee 
peace, and peace would make 
possible the freedom that he 
was convinced was necessary 
for American democracy to 
flourish.  And that if Americans 
enjoyed democratic freedom, 
they could prevail.  This was an 
element of faith in his emotion-
al and intellectual makeup.  

 
The means to this end, for 

Eisenhower, was his dedicated 
life of public service to the 
United States, both in and out 
of uniform.  Eisenhower and 
George Marshall shared this 
conviction, but they became 
different, successful modern 
syntheses of the citizen soldier 
envisioned by the founders of 
the American republic, as Gen-
eral Goodpaster frequently re-
minded me. 

 
General Goodpaster was 

making the argument that 
Eisenhower and Marshall, as 
American soldiers, were spe-
cial citizens, exemplars to be 
emulated by officers like my-
self.  In retrospect, I realize 
that General Goodpaster, per-
haps drawing insights from 
his time as the superintendent 
of West Point, was expertly 
exploiting my experience as a 
USAFA faculty member. 
 
Querying General Goodpaster 
privately, I asked if the Eisen-
hower legacy of public ser-
vice was strong enough and 
resonant enough to carry suc-
cessfully the enormous bur-
den the memorial would have 
to carry as the aesthetic em-
bodiment of the rich and di-
verse Eisenhower legacy -- 
and for the Commission to 
meet the challenges it would 
face if we took this path. 
 
Goodpaster’s thoughtful, 
measured response was 
“Yes.”  He then immediately 
said, “General Marshall was 
the disinterested public serv-
ant.  General Eisenhower was 
the responsible public serv-
ant.”  And servants of Ameri-
can democracy they certainly 
were. 

 
I had thus been persuaded 

that public service could be 
the central organizing concept 
of Eisenhower’s memorializa-
tion.  Although most commis-
sioners initially supported that 
view, the reemergence of con-
troversy and challenge kept 
public service from assuming 
the dead center core of the 
national memorial we now 
have -- which is magnifi-
cent.  [DMB] 

 
 

 

The Eisenhower Memorial, Washington D.C. 



 

  

Page 14 Falcon Footnote 

Tim Castle: Episodes 
and Chapters 

(DFH 1986-1988; 1991-
1992) 

 
Looking at an official photo 

of now-retired Major Tim Cas-
tle, one notices rare colors on 
his fruit salad. It's a ribbon for 
heroism -- the Airman's Medal. 
While he was a security police-
man at Nakhon Phanom Royal 
Thai Air Base from 1971 to 
1973, he was a ground combat 
intelligence NCO, and he flew 
38 night reconnaissance mis-
sions with the 21st Special Op-
erations Squadron. When a QU-
22 (a Beech Bonanza configured 
to pick up sensor signals) 
crashed in 1973, he helped res-
cue the pilot. It's one of the ac-
complishments that led to his 
being honored on the Wall of 
Achievers at the Enlisted Herit-
age Hall at Maxwell AFB’s 
Gunter Annex.  

Leaving active duty, he 
earned a BA at Chaminade Col-
lege in 1977 and an MA at San 
Diego State two years later. 
Both degrees were in Asian 
studies. Commissioned through 
the Air Force ROTC program, 
he became an intelligence of-
ficer. Tours at Kadena and Intel-
ligence Center Pacific (IPAC) 
followed, and he was chosen to 
join DFH.  

After two years teaching his-
tory at USAFA, he attended the 
University of Hawaii and re-
ceived a Ph.D. in 1991. Unusu-
ally, one of the two languages 
he offered in his doctoral pro-
gram was Laotian. His disserta-
tion was published by the Co-
lumbia University Press as At 
War in the Shadow of Vietnam: 
United States Military Aid to the 
Royal Lao Government, 1955-
1975.  

Another year In DFH fol-

lowed, but when an urgent 
need arose for an intelligence 
officer who spoke Laotian, he 
was reassigned to the Defense 
Intelligence Agency.  

From Thailand he often 
deployed to far flung locations 
in Cambodia, Laos, and Vi-
etnam to investigate MIA cases 
and follow up on local reports 
of sighting an American after 
an ejection or crash during the 
war. His rare language skills 
got a workout! He translated in 
talks with local villagers, and 
he joined digging and screen-
ing for remains at crash sites. 
He often met officials of the 
Lao foreign and defense minis-
tries, as well as the American 
Embassy.  

He left active duty in 1994, 
and in 1995 Tim joined the 
POW/MIA Office at the Penta-
gon gathering and supervising 
the archiving of MIA reports. 
He made many more trips to 
Southeast Asia and established 
several in-country archive re-
search efforts. “The program in 
Cambodia is actually still in 
place,” he reports. “We paid 
Cambodian specialists to 
search Khmer Rouge records 
for any information on missing 
Americans. So, I spent a good 
deal of time in Phnom Penh, 
including the infamous Tuol 
Sleng school/prison, one of the 

world’s most hideous places.”  
“Honestly,” Tim says, 

“briefing the families -- many 
of whom continued to believe 
their loved ones were still 

somehow alive in SE Asia -- 
was exhausting. You want to 
be honest and helpful, but so 
often encounter mistrust and 
doubt -- going back to when 
many of the families were 
incorrectly told that their 
loved ones could be alive, 
when there was good evi-
dence this could not be true.” 
Nonetheless, he continues to 
be in touch with MIA family 
members and often advises on 
recently released intelligence 
reporting.  

From the Pentagon, Castle 
joined the Air Command and 
Staff (ACSC) faculty at Max-
well AFB. In a rare move, 
within a year he was chosen 
to serve at the Air War Col-
lege. He continued, however, 
to lecture at ACSC and served 
as a research advisor for many 
ACSC students. As the senior 
intelligence officer on the 
faculty, he developed C4ISR 
instruction; arranged for and 
delivered current intelligence 
briefings during Operations 
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom; and he organized 
and led the AWC's initial Re-
gional Studies visits to Vi-
etnam, Laos, and Cambodia. 
Tim’s teaching and publishing 
accomplishments were re-
warded in 2001 when he was 
awarded academic tenure.  

In two subsequent years on 
the faculty of the Naval War 
College, supervising ten 
members of the faculty, he 
developed and deepened the 
study of the Global War on 
Terrorism (GWOT).  

In 2005 Dr. Castle returned 
to the Intelligence Communi-
ty. Directing the Intelligence 
Community Lesson Learned 
Center was just one of his 
positions. He then moved to 
the CIA’s Center for the 
Study of Intelligence (CSI) 
and supervised writing and 
research projects in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. With more than 
a score of trips to the war 
zone, Tim authored and co-
authored a number of terror-
ism-related studies.  

In recent years he has been 

“briefing the 

families -- many of 

whom continued to 

believe their loved 

ones were still 

somehow alive in 

SE Asia -- was 

exhausting. You 

want to be honest 

and helpful, but so 

often encounter 

mistrust and 

doubt…” 

a CIA independent contractor, 
working in the Special Activities 
Center. His research has included 
investigating the Vietnam-era loss 
of Air America aviators and writ-
ing historical reports and anal-
yses. He often makes presenta-
tions on the conflict in Southeast 
Asia.  

Dr. Castle has written several 
books, most notably, One Day 
Too Long: Top Secret Site 85 and 
the Bombing of North Vietnam, 
the definitive work on the mission 
of Lima Site 85, where Chief 
Master Sergeant Richard L. Etch-
berger was killed and was eventu-
ally awarded the Medal of Honor 
for heroism. One Day Too Long 
was selected for the Air Force 
Chief of Staff’s 2009 reading list. 
[DMB] 

https://www.amazon.com/War-Shadow-Vietnam-Government-1955-1975/dp/0231079761
https://www.amazon.com/War-Shadow-Vietnam-Government-1955-1975/dp/0231079761
https://www.amazon.com/War-Shadow-Vietnam-Government-1955-1975/dp/0231079761
https://www.amazon.com/War-Shadow-Vietnam-Government-1955-1975/dp/0231079761
https://www.amazon.com/War-Shadow-Vietnam-Government-1955-1975/dp/0231079761
https://www.amazon.com/One-Day-Too-Long-Bombing/dp/0231103174
https://www.amazon.com/One-Day-Too-Long-Bombing/dp/0231103174
https://www.amazon.com/One-Day-Too-Long-Bombing/dp/0231103174


 

  

Gone But Not Forgotten 

Join the LinkedIn Group 
   There’s a LinkedIn group for “USAF 
Academy Department of History Alum-
ni” including current and former faculty 

and cadets who majored in or studied history. 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4576731/ 
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We Are On The Web 

Alumni: 

https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com/ 

Or 

USAFA History Department 

https://www.usafa.edu/academic/history/ 

Cadet Spoof of DFH Exam 
(Polaris yearbook, 1979) 

 
History 101 Final: 

Describe the history of The 
Papacy from its origin to the 
present day, concentrating 
especially, but not exclusive-
ly, on its social, political, 
economic, religious, and 
philosophical impact upon 
Europe, Asia, Africa, and the 
Americas. 

Be brief, specific, and con-
cise. 

SAVE THE  

DATE 
 

To celebrate our (re)
formation we’re getting to-
gether November 2023 in 
Colorado Springs, probably 
within the first two weeks of 
that month.  Mark your cal-
endars to keep that window 
generally open for fun and 
connection with “all us DFH 
family”!  The DFH 2023 
Reunion Committee is now 
working on a plan, coordi-
nating with the USAFA deci-
sion makers for the specific 
dates, and listening to you 
for ideas and requests.   

 
Please write to Carson 

Tavenner at:   
Tavenner@hotmail.com with 
“all that” and we’ll do our 
best to make it happen.   
 

Fun times ahead,  
guaranteed! 

Nearly one hundred officers and historians who taught in the De-
partment of History since 1955 have now passed away.  Mindful that 
these individuals influenced so many Air Force officers, the alumni 
association is gathering obituaries.  A more complete list, with links to 
obituaries, is on the alumni association website, 
https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com/   

 

Even so, there are many missing notices.  If you know of any for-
mer members of the Department now among the “missing from the 
mess tables,” pass any details to Dr. Larry Weaver at laweav-
phd@gmail.com. 

USAFA cadet chapel cocoon:  https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWGKddJyjN8  

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4576731/
mailto:First.Last@afacademy.af.edu
https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com/
https://www.usafa.edu/academic/history/
mailto:Tavenner@hotmail.com
mailto:tavenner@hotmail.com
https://usafadfhalumniassociation.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWGKddJyjN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWGKddJyjN8

